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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

Listing of 1fte Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of employing a hub of a type being 
structured for use in conjunction with a spool having a quantity of material wrapjped 
thereon, the material having a number of known characteristics, for determining at least a 
first known characteristic of the number of known characteristics of the material, the hub 
method comprising: 

employing a core including a central ax i s ? ' x the core being structured to be 
disposed on the spool; 

employing an indication member f * the indication member including a support, at 
least a first tab, and a second tab; 

employing the at least first tab being as an at least first home tab and defining a 
home position of the indication member; 

employing the second tab being ag a characteristic tab ~ ± the support being mounted 
on the core f 4 the at least first and second tabs being disposed on the support i A the at least 
; first and., second tabs each including an elongated dimension that extends in a generally 
radial direction with respect to the central axis of the core t x the second tab being oriented 
at one of a plurality of known angles with respect to the at least first home tab; and 
. detecting the orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab; 
> and ■ : 

employing the detected orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first 
. home tab to determine said at least a first known characteristic of the number of known 
corresponding with the characteristics of the material. . ' \ 

2. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 4 10, 
wherein the indication member is generally flat; and 

the support and the at least first tab being generally coplanar. 

3. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim -t 10, 

wherein the indication member is a monolithically-formed single-piece member. 
4: (Original) The hub of Claim 3, 

wherein the support extends between the at least first and second tabs; 

the support being at least partially arcuate. 

S; (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 4-10, 

wherein the support is an elongated arcuate member; and 

the at least first tab extending generally perpendicularly away from the support. 

6. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 4 10, 

wherein the at least first tab extends from the support in a direction generally away 
from the central axis. 

7. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim i 1Q, 
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wherein the at least first tab extends from the support in a direction generally 
toward the central axis. 

8. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 4 10 t 
wherein the support is generally ring-shaped. 

9. (Currently Amended) Th e hub of Claim 1, A hub for use in conjunction 
with a spool having a quantity of material wrapped thereon, the material having a number 
of known characteristics, the hub comprising: 

a core including a central axis: 

the core being structured to be disposed on the spool: 
an indication member: 

the indication member including a support; at least a first tab, and a second tab: 
the at least first tab being an at least first home tab and defining a home position of 
the indication member: ■ . „ 

the second tab being a characteristic tab: 
the support being mounted on the core: 

the at least first and second tabs being disposed on the support: 

the at least first and second tabs each including an elongated dimension that extends 
in a generally radial direction with respect to the central axis of the core: 

the second tab being oriented at one of a plurality of known angles with respect to 
the at least first home tab: and 

the orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab 
corresponding with the characteristics of the material: 

wherein the support includes a first support portion and a second support portion 
that are separated/from one another; 

the at least first tab being disposed on and extending from the first support portion; 
■ ' and .- ' ; ,. ■ V. 

•tfe second tab being disposed on and extending from the second support portion. 

10. (Currently Amended) ^e^ub^f-Glaim^ A hub for use in conjunction 
with a spool having a quantity of material wrapped thereon, the material having a number 

. of known characteristics, the hub comprising: 
a core including a central axis: 

the core being structured to-be dispose d on the spo ol : 
ari indicat ion member: 

the indication memb er including a support, at least a first tab, and a second tab: 
the at least first tab being an at least first home tab and defining a home position of 
the indication member: 

the second tab being a characteristic tab: 
the support being mounted on the core: 

/ 3 • ' 
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the at least first and sec ond tabs being disposed on the support: 

the at 1 ast first and second tabs each including an elongated dimension that extends 
in a generally radial direction with respect to the central axis of the core: 

the second tab being oriented at one of a plurali ty of l aiown angles with respect to 
the at least first home tab: and 

the orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab 
corresponding with the characteristics of the material; and 

wherein the support is substantially embedded in the core. 

11. (Previously Amended) A huh for use in conjunction with a spool, the 
hub comprising: 

a core including a central axis; 

the core being structured to be disposed on the spooJ; 

an indication member; 

the indication member including a support and at least a first tab; 

the support being mounted on the core; 

the at least first tab being disposed on the support; and 

the at least first tab including an elongated dimension that extends in a generally 
radial direction with respect to the central axis of the core 

the support being substantially embedded in the core; 

wherein the at least first tab is substantially embedded in the core; 

a window is formed in the core; and 

the window extending between the at least first tab and the exterior of the core. 

12 . (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim -t 10, 
wherein the indication member is at least partially metallic. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method of employing a hub of _ a type being 
structured for use in conjunction with a spool having a quantity of material wrapped 
thereon, the material having a number of known characteristics, for determining at least a 
first known characteri stic of the number of known characteristics of the material, the hub 
method comprising; 

employing a core having a central axis and being structured to be disposed on the 
spool; and 

employing an indication member f A the indication member including a support, at 
least a first tab* and a second tab; 

employing the at least first tab being as an at least first home tab a*4 defining a 
home position of the indication member; 

employing the second tab feeing as a characteristic lab t ^ the support being mounted 
on the core ? x the at least first and second tabs being disposed on the support f A the at least 
first and second tabs each including an elongated dimension that extends in a generally 

4 
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radial direction with respect to the central axis of the core 7 A the second tab being oriented 
at one of a plurality of known angles with respect to the at least first home tab; and 

detecting the orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tabi 

and 

employing the detected orientation of the second tab wiih respect to the at least first 
home tab to determine said at least a first known characteristic of the number of known 
corr es ponding with the characteristics of the materialf-and A the support, the at least first 
tab, and the second tab each being of a generally planar configuration. 

14. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 4^ 23, 

wherein the support, the at least first tab, and the second tab are generally coplanar. 
15: (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 43 23, 

wherein the core is structured to be rotated about the central axis, the rotational 
distance between the home position and the second tab corresponding with the 
characteristics of the material. 

16. (Previously Amended) The hub of Claim 15, 

wherein the indication member is a monolithically-formed single-piece 

member. 

17 . (Original) The hub of Claim 16, 

wherein the support extends between the at least first and second tabs; 
the support being at least partially arcuate. 

15. (Original) The hub of Claim 15, 

wherein the at least first tab extends from the support in a direction generally away 
from the central axis. 

19; (Original) The hub of Claim 15. 

wherein the at least first tab extends from the support in a direction generally 
toward the central axis. 

20. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 43 23, 
wherein the support is an elongated arcuate member; and 

wherein the at least first tab extends generally perpendicularly away from the 
support. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 43 23, 
wherein the support is generally ring-shaped. 

22. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 13 1 A hub for use in conjunction 
with a spool having a quantity of material wrapp ed t hereon, the material having a number 
of known characteristics, the hub comprising: 

a core having a central axis and being structured to be disposed on the spool: and 
an indication member: 

the indication member including a support, at leasi a first tab, and a second tab: 

5 
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the at least fust tab being an at leas t first home tab and defining a home position of 
the indication member- 

the second tab being a characteristic tab: 
the support being mounted on the core; 

the at least first and second tabs being d isposed on the su pport; 

the at least first and second tabs each including an el ongated dimension that extend* 
in a generally radial di rection with respect to the central axis of the core: 

the gecond tab being oriented at one of a plurality of known ang l es with resp ect to 
the at least first home tab: and 

the orientation of the second ta b with respect to the at least first home tab 
corresponding with the characteristics of the material: and 

the support, the at least first tab, and the second tab each being of a gsagiajl y B lanar 
configuration; 

wherein the support includes a first support portion and a second support portion 
that are separated from one another; 

the at least first tab being disposed on and extending from the first support portion; 

and 

the second tab being disposed on and extending from the second support portion. 

23 ; (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 1 -3? A hub for use in conjunction 
wfrh a spool ha ving a quan tit y of m aterial wrapped thereon, the material having a number , 
of known characteri stics, the hub comp rising: 

a core having a central axis and being structured to be disposed on the sp ool; and . 

an indication member- 

the indication member includinp a support, at le a st a first tab, and a second tab: 
the at least first tab being an at least first home tab and d efining a home position of 
the indication member; 

the secon d tab being a characteristic tab; 
the support being mounted qn the mm; 

the at least first and second tabs bei ng disposed on the sup port.: 

the at leagt first and second tabs each i n cluding an e l ongated dimension that extends 

in a generally radial direction with r espect to the central axis of the core: 

the second jab bein g oriented a t one o f a plurality of known angles with resnect tn 

the at least first home tah; and 

the orientation of the sec ond t ab with respect to the at Wt first home tab 
corresponding with the characteristics of the ma terial: and 

the support, the at least first tab , and the second tab each being of a generally planar 
configuration: and . 

wherein the support is substantially embedded in the core. 
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24. (Previously Amended) A hub for use in conjunction with a spool, the 
hub comprising: 

a core structured to be disposed on the spool; and 
\ an indication member; 
the indication member including a support and at least a first tab; 
the support being mounted on the ccjre; 
the at least first tab being disposed cjn the support; 

the support and Hie at least first tab each being of a generally planar configuration; 
wherein the at least first tab is substantially embedded in the core; 
a window being formed in the core; and 

the window extending between the at least first lab and the exterior of the core. 

25. , (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim « 23, 
wherein the indication member is at least partially metallic. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method for employing a detectable spool for use in a 
printer, the detectable spool method comprising: 

employing a spool including a central axis and being structured to have a quantity of 
material wrapped thereon, the material having a number of known characteristics; . • 

employing indication means disposed on the spool f A the indication means including 
an indication member i A the indication member including a support, at least a first tab, and 
, a second tab; and the at least first and second tabs each including an elongated dimension 
that extends in a generally radial direction with respect to the central axis; 

employing the at least first tab feeing as an at least first home tab and defining a 
home position of the indication member; 

employing the second tab being as a characteristic tab j A the second tab being 
oriented at one of a plurality of known angles with respect to the at least first home tab; 
'■ and 

detecting the orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab; 

and 

employing the dete cted orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first 
home t ab to determine__aLJeast a first known characteristic of the number of known . 
corresponding with tho characteristics of the material. , 

27. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 36 35, 
wherein the indication member is generally flat; and 

the support and the at least first tab being generally coplanar. 

28. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 26 35, 

wherein the indication member is a monolithically-formed single-piece member. 

29. (Original) The detectable spool of Claim 28, 

wherein the support extends between the at least first and second tabs; 

7. 
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the support being at least partiaJJy arcuate. 

30. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 26 35 7 
wherein the support is an elongated arcuate member; and 

the at least first tab extending generally perpendicularly away from the support. 

31. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 26 35, 

wherein the at least first tab extends from the support in a direction generally away 
from f he central axis. 

32. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 36 35, v ■ 

wherein the at least first tab extends from the support in a direction generally 
toward the central axis - 

33. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim OS 35, 
wherein the support is generally ring-shaped. 

34. (Currently Amended) 3%ie-deteetoble-sp ool o ^GkimrS^T A detect able spool 
■ * for use in a printer, the detectable spool comprising: 

a spool including a central axis and being structured to have a quantity of material 
wrapped thereon, the material having a number of known characteristics: 
indication means disposed on the spool: 
the indicati on means including an mdication membe r: 

the indicati on member including a support, at least a first tab, and a second tab: and 

the at least first and second tabs each including an elongated dimension that extends 
in a g enerally radial direction with respect to the central axis: 

the at least first tab being an at least first home tab and defining a home position of 
the indication member: 

the second tab being a characteristic tab: 

the second tab bei ng oriented at one of a plurality of known angles with respect to 
the at least first home tab: and 

the orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab 
corresponding with the characteristics of the material: . . 

wherein the support includes a first support portion and a second support portion 
that are separated from one another; 

the at least first tab being disposed on and extending from the first support portion; 

and 

the second tab being disposed on and extending from the second support portion^ 

35. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Cte in±46 7 A detectab le jjEQQl 
for use in a printer, t he detectable spool comprising: 

a spool including a central axis and being structured to have a quantity of material 
wrapped thereon, th e material having a number of known characteristics: . 
indication means di sposed on the spool: 
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the indication means including an indication member: 

the indication member including a support, at least a first tab, and a second tab: and 

the at least first and second tabs each including an elongated dimension that extends 
in a generally radial direction with respect to the central axis: 

the at least first tab bei ng an at least first home tab and defining a home position of 
the indication member; 

the second tab being a characteristic tab: 

the second tab being oriented at one of a plurality of lenown angles with respect to 
the at least first home tab: and 

the orientation of t he second tab with respect to the at least first home tab 
corresponding with th e characteristics of the material: 

wherein the indication means further includes a core; 

the support being substantially embedded in the core; and 

the core being disposed on the spool, 

36. (Previously Amended) A detectable spool for use in a printer, the 
detectable spool comprising: 

a spool including a central axis; 
indication means disposed on the spool; 
the indication means including an indication member; 
the indication member including a support and at least a first tab; 
the at least first tab including an elongated dimension that extends in a generally 
radial direction with respect to the central axis 

the indication means further including a core; 

the support being substantially embedded in the core; 

the core being disposed on the spool; 

wherein the at least first tab is substantially embedded in the core; 
a window being formed in the core; and 

the window extending between the at least first tab and the exterior of the core. 

37. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 36 35, 
wherein the indication member is at least partially metallic. 

38. (Currently Amended) A method for employing a detectable spool for u$o in a 
printer, the detectable spool method comprising: 

employing a spool having a central axis and being structured to have a quantity of 
material wrapped thereon, the material having a number of known characteristics; and 

ernployjng indication means disposed on the spool f A the indication means including 
an indication member j x the indication member including a support, at least a first tab, and 
a second tab; 
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employing the at least first tab feamg a§ an at least first home tab and defining a 
home position of the indication member; 

employing the second tab being as a characteristic tab f A the at least first and 
second tabs each including an elongated dimension that extends, in a generally radial 
direction with respect to the central axis of the core v ^ the second tab being oriented at one 
of a plurality of known angles with respect to the at least first home tab; and 

detecting the orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tabj. 

and 

employing the detected orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first 
home tab to, determine at least a first kn own characteristic of the number of known 
Gorrgspendfeg-with the characteristics of the material^-and a the support, the at least first 
tab, and the second tab each being of a generally planar configuration, 

39. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 38 48, 

wherein the support, the at least first tab, and the second tab are generally coplanar. 

40. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 38 48, 

wherein the indication member is a thin sheet of an at least partially metallic 
material. 

41 _ (Previously Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 40, 

wherein. the indication member is a monolithically-fqrmed single-piece member. 

42. (Original) The detectable spool of Claim 41, 

wherein the support extends between the at least first and second tabs; 
the support being at least partially arcuate. 

43. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 48, 

wherein the at least first tab extends from the support in a direction generally away 
from the central axis. 

44. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 38 48, 

wherein the at least first tab extends from the support in a direction generally 
toward the central axis. 

45. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 38 48 r 
wherein the support is an elongated arcuate member; and 

the at least first tab extending generally perpendicularly away from the support. 

46. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 38 48, 
wherein the support is generally ring-shaped. 

47. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 38, A detectable spool 
for use in a printer, the detectable spool comprising: 

a spool havin g a central axis and being structured to have a quantity of material 
wrapped thereon, the material having a number of known characteristics: and 
indication means disposed on the spool: 

10 ' 
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the indication means including an indication member: 

the indica tion member includin g a su pport, at least a first tab, and a second tab: 
the at least first tab being an at least first home tab and defining a home position of 
the indication member: 

the second tab being a characteristic tab: 

the at least first and second tabs each inchiriinpr an elongated dimension that extends 
in a generally radial direction with respect to the central axis of the core: 

the second tab being oriented at one of a plurality of known angles with respect to 
the at least first home tab: and 

the orient ation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab 
corresponding with the characteristics of the material: and 

the support, the at l east first tab, and the second tab each being of a generally p lanar 
configuration: 

wherein the support includes a first support portion and a second support portion 
that are separated from one another; 

the at least first tab being disposed on and extending from the first support portion; 

and 

the second tab being disposed on and extending from the second support portion. 

48. (Currently Amended) Th e detectabl e spool of Claim 3 8 , A detectable spool 
for use in a printer, the detectable spool comprising: 

a spool having a ce ntral axis and being structured to have a Quantity of material 
wrapped t hereon, the material having a number of known characteristics; and 

indication means disposed on the spool: 

the indica tion means including an indication member: 

the indication member including a s upport, at least a first tab, and a second tab: 
the at lea st first tab beingjm at least first home tab and defining a home position of 
the indication member: 

the secon d tab beings characteristic tab: 

the at least first and seco nd tabs each including an elongated dimension that extends 
in a generally radial d irection with respect to the central axis o f the core; 

the second tab being oriented at one of a plurality of known angles with respect to 
the at least first home tab: and 

the orientation of the second tab with respect to tbe at least first home tab 
corresponding with the characteri sti cs of the material: and 

the support, the at least fir st tab, and the second tab each being of a generally planar 
configuration: 

wherein the indication means further includes a core; 
the support being substantially embedded in the core; and 
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the core being disposed on the spool. \ u 
49- (Previously Amended) A detectable spool for use in a printer, the 
detectable spool comprising: 

a spool ; and . 

indication means disposed on the spool; 

the indication means including an indication member; 

the indication member including a support and at least a first tab; 

the support and the at least first tab each being of a generally planar configuration; 

the indication means further including a core; 

the support being substantially embedded in the cote; . 

the core being disposed on the spool; 

wherein the at least first tab is substantially embedded in the core; 
a window being formed in the core; and 

the window extending between the at least first tab and the exterior of the core. 

50. (Currently Amended) The detectable spool of Claim 48, 
• wherein the indication member is at least partially metallic. 

51. (Currently Amended) A method of employing V hub of a type beinp 
structured for use in conjunction with a spool having a quantity of material wrapped 
thereon, the material having a number of known characteristics, for determining at least a ; • 
first known characteristic of the number of known characteristics of the material, the bab 
method comprising: 

employing a core including a central axis t A the core being structured to be 
disposed on the spool; and 

employing an indication member f ^ the indication member including a support and 
a plurality of tabs; 

. employing a first tab of the plurality of tabs being as an at least first home tab and 
defining a. home position of the indication member; 

employing a second tab of the plurality of tabs beiag a§ a characteristic tab 7 ^ the 
support being mounted on the core t ^ the tabs being disposed on the support 7 ^ the at Jeast 
first and second tabs each including an elongated dimension that extends in a generally 
radial direction with respect to the central axis of the core T x the second tab being oriented 
at one of a plurality of known angles with respect to the at least first home tab ; and 

detecting the orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab j. 

and 

employin g the detected orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first 
home tab to determ ine said at least a first known characteristic of the number of known 
corresponding with tho characteristics of the materialf-attd A the support extending between 
the tabs. 

12 
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. 52. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 51 £>Q, 
wherein the indication member is generally flat; and 
the support and the tabs being generally coplanar. 
53 (Currently Amended) The hub Of Claim 51 60 t 

wherein the indication member is a monolithically-formed single-piece member. 

54. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 51 60, 
wherein the support is at least partially arcuate. 

55. (Original) The hub of Claim 54, 

wherein the tabs each extend generally perpendicularly away from the support. 

56. (Original) The hub of Claim 54 7 
wherein the support is generally ring-shaped: 

57. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 51 60 7 
wherein the support includes a central axis; and 

the tabs extend from the support in a direction generally away from the central axis. 
58- (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 51 60, 
wherein the support includes ai central axis; and 

wherein the tabs extend from the support in a direction generally toward the central 

axis,! . 

59. (Currently Amended) Th e hub of Claim 51, A hub for use in conjunction . 
with a spool havin g a quantity of materia) wrapped thereon , the material having a number 
of known characteristics, the hub comprising: 

a core including a central axis: - 

the core being structured to be disposed on the spool: and 
an indication member: 

the indication member including a support and a plurality of tabs: 
a first tab of the plurality of tabs being an at least first home tab and defining a 
home position of the indication member: 

a second tab of the plurality of tabs being a characteristic tab: 
the support being mounted on the core: 
the tabs being disposed on the support: 

the at least first and second tabs each including an elongated dimension that extends 
in a generally radial direction with respect to the central axis of the core: 

the second tab being oriented at one of a plurality of known angles with respect to 
the at least first home tab: and 

the orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab 
corresponding with the c haracteristics of the material: and 

the support extending b etween the tabs: 



13 
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wherein the support includes a first support portion and a second support portion 

that are separated from one another; 

one of the tabs being disposed on and extending from the first support portion; and 
another of the tabs being disposed on and extending from the second support 

portion. 

60 . (Currently Amended) The hub o f- Claim 51 , A hub for use in conjunction 
with a spool having a quantity of material wrapped thereon, the material having a number 
of known characteristics, the hub comprising: 

a core including a central axis: 

the core being structured to be disposed on the spool: and 
an indication member: 

the indication member i ncluding a support and a plurality of tabs: 
a first tab of the plurality of tabs being an at least first home tab and defining a 
home position of the indication member: 

a second tab of the plurality of tabs being a characteristic tab: 
the support being mounted on the core: 
the tabs bei ng disposed on the support: 

the at least first and second tabs each including an elongated dimension that extends 
in a generally radial direction with respect to the central axis of the core: 

the second tab being oriented at one of a plurality of known angles with respect to 
the at least first home tab: and 

the orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab ? 
corresponding with the ch aracteristic s of the material: 

the support extending between the tabs: and 

wherein the support is substantially embedded in the core_ 

61. (Previously Amended) A hub for use in conjunction with a spool, the 
hub comprising: 

a core including a central axis; 

the core being structured to be disposed on the spool; and 
an indication member; 

the indication member including a support and a plurality of tabs; 

the support being mounted on the core; 

the tabs being disposed on the support; and 

the support extending between the tabs; 

the support being substantially embedded in the core; 

wherein the tabs are substantially embedded in the core; 

a plurality of windows being formed in the core; and 

the windows each extending between one of the tabs and the exterior of the core. 
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62. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 51 60, 

wherein the core is colored, the color of the core corresponding with the orientation 
of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab. 

63. (Previously Amended) The hub of Claim 62, 

wherein the core is formed of a material having a color corresponding with the 
orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab. 

64. (Currently Amended) The hub of Claim 51 60, 
wherein the indication member is at least partially metallic. 

65. (Currently Amended) A method of employing an indication member of a 
type being structured for incorporation into a detectable spool for use in a printer, the spool 
having a quantity of material wrapped thereon, the material having a number of known 
characteristics, the printer including a sensing apparatus, the indication member method 
comprising: 

employing a support; 
employing a plurality of tabs; 

employing a first tab of the plurality of tabs being as an at least first home tab and 
defining a home position of the indication member; 

emplovinE a second tab of the. plurality of tabs b e ing as a characteristic tab f ^ the 
support extending between the at least first and second tabs f A the at least first and second 
tabs each including an elongated dimension tiiat extends in a generally radial direction with 
respect to the support f A the second tab being oriented at one of a plurality of known angles 
with respect to the at least first home tab; asd 

detecting the orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first home tab^ 
and , 

r 

employing the detected orientation of the second tab with respect to the at least first 
home tab to determine at least a first known characteristic of the numb er of known 
corresponding with the characteristics of the material y A the at least first and second tabs 
protruding from the supporti-asd A the tabs being structured to be detectable by the sensing 
apparatus. 

66 . (Currently Amended) The indication member method of Claim 65 , 
wherein the indication member is generally flat; and 

the support and the tabs being generally coplanar. 

67. (Currently Amended) The indication member method of Claim 65, 
wherein the indication member is a monolithically-formed single-piece member. 

68 . (Currently Amended) The indication member method of Claim 65, 
wherein the support is at least partially arcuate. 

69. (Currently Amended) The indication memb er method of Claim 68, 
wherein the support is generally ring-shaped. 
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70. (Currently Amended) The mdieatieH-meHafeeF method of Claim 68, 
wherein the tabs each extend generally perpendicularly away from the support. 

71 . (Currently Amended) The indication member method of Claim 70, 
wherein the support includes a central axis; and 

the tabs extend from the support in a direction generally away from the central axis. 

72. (Currently Amended) The indication member method of Claim 70, 
wherein The support includes a central axis; and 

the tabs extend from the support in a direction generally toward the central axis. 

73. (Currently Amended) The indication member method of Claim 65, 
wherein the indication member is at least partially metallic. 
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